
Ss PETER & PAUL
December 15, 2024 | 3rd Sunday of Advent

“W

hen
 the

 voic
e of yo

ur greeting came to my ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy."

When you hear the scripture readings and Gospel reading at Mass, do you “leap 
for joy?”  If not, don’t blame the Lector or priest, rather look inside yourself.  What 

are you doing to grow in friendship with Jesus?  How do you prepare for Mass each 
week?  Do you just show up and expect to be entertained?  As the Body of Christ, 

we are called to be active participants, not just passive observers.  



Monday thru Friday
Saturday
Sunday

11 am → 1:30 pm
3:30 pm → 6 pm

8 am → 1 pm

Monday        Friday
Mass 12:10 pm

DAILY LITURGIES

CHURCH  OPENING HOURS 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday  thru Friday: 10 am - 4 pm

Saturday | Sunday: closed
Call for other urgent arrangements. 

Parish info
Contact Details

Pastoral team

404 Hudson Street, Hoboken NJ 07030

201.659.2276     Fax: 201-353-2333
spphoboken.com

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday thru Friday 
Saturday and Sunday

10 am - 4 pm
Closed

SUNDAY 
8:30 am       |     10:00 am    |     12:00 pm

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY

5:00 pm Vigil Mass

(Weather Permitting)

PASTOR
Rev. Msgr. Michael A. Andreano

WEEKEND/WEEKDAY ASSISTANTS
Msgr Neil Mahoney, PhD
Msgr. Paul Bochicchio
Fr. Yunior Almonte

DIRECTOR OF OFFICE ADMINISTRATION  
Stephanie Panzariello, BS
stephanie.panzariello@spphoboken.com

FINANCIAL CONSULTANTS
Ed Yruma (Chair)  g  Ed Daley    g   Raymond Fiore  
Michael Flett    g   Carrie Gallaway Maglia 

TRUSTEES  Rose Perry   g   Don Meyer

DIRECTOR OF PARISH OPERATIONS 
Danny Rosado, BA 
danny.rosado@spphoboken.com

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES & LITURGY
Brian Walters, BFA
brian.walters@spphoboken.com

DIRECTOR OF  RCIA
Michael Duffy
swcoffee1@gmail.com
DIRECTOR OF ACCOUNTING/FINANCE 
AND HR SERVICES
Marissa Ehner, MBA
marissa.ehner@spphoboken.com 

DIRECTOR  OF MARKETING & GRAPHIC DESIGN
Julia Chimento, BFA
julia.chimento@spphoboken.com

COORDINATORS OF LECTORS
Katie Bakarich g Peter Bakarich
lector@spphoboken.com 
SACRISTAN/LITURGICAL ASSISTANT
Nico Vasil 
USHERS/MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY
Bob Carroll (Chief)  g  Ernie Barreto 
Fred Dell'Aquila  g  Nick DeTrizio  g  Dominic Lisa 
Mike Mastropasqua  g  Marty Nathan g  John Roggio 
Rest in Peace -Patrick Fitzgerald 
Rest in Peace -Grace Scianandre

COORDINATOR OF PARISH LIFE & SPECIAL EVENTS;
WEDDINGS ADMINISTRATOR
Gina Andreano 
gina.andreano@spphoboken.com

HOBOKEN SHELTER PARISHIONER-BOARD 
MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES
Hannah Osterman  g   Laura O’Brien
sheltervolunteer@spphoboken.com
WOMEN OF FAITH
Joan Allman, Coordinator
JoanA.WOF@spphoboken.com

OFFICE/MINISTRY ASSISTANT 
Bridget O'Toole Donston
bridget.otooledonston@spphoboken.com 

See Dates & Details on Parish Website
Staff Contact: Stephanie Panzariello

Ministry Assistants:
Nico Vasil, Muzzi John Roggio

Confessions are  
by appointment.  

Contact the Parish Office.

ConfessionBaptism Ministry
See requirements & details on Parish Website

Staff Contact: Gina Andreano
Ministry Assistant: 

Sheila Mulcahy

Marriage Ministry

DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/
CHILDREN’S FORMATION & MINISTRY
Dan Apadula, MA
daniel.apadula@spphoboken.com

Please consider helping us to defray the expense of these necessary items by donating: Hosts, 
Altar Flowers, Sanctuary Tabernacle Candle, Altar Wine. 

The requested donation for each is $25.00.

The Altar Flowers are donated 
Birthday Blessings to 
Msgr Neil Mahoney

The Altar Hosts are donated 
Birthday Blessings to 
Msgr Neil Mahoney

The  Sacramental Wine is donated 
Birthday Blessings to 
Msgr Neil Mahoney

The Sanctuary Tabernacle Candle is donated
Birthday Blessings to 
Msgr Neil Mahoney

The Blessed Mother Votive Lamp is donated 
In Loving Memory of

Anne Pappas Eichler

The Saint Joseph  Votive Lamp is donated 
For the Health & Well-Being of

Carrie Maglia

The Sacred Heart of Jesus Votive Lamp is donated 
For the Health & Well-Being of

Carrie Maglia

God  Bless Your Generosity. 

This Week.. .

This Week’s Mass Intentions
Saturday,  December 14
5:00 pm     	     † Mary V and Anthony L Romano 

Sunday,  December 15
8:30 am              † In Honor of Susan Reilly for her 57th 
	            Birthday in Heaven

10:00 am              People of the Parish

12:00 pm          † In Loving Memory of Carol A. Haggerty

Monday,  December 16 
12:10 pm            Birthday Blessings to Msgr Neil Mahoney

Tuesday, December 17
12:10 pm         †  Josiah Cooper Turner

Wednesday,  December 18
12:10 pm          Blessings for Gina Andreano
	  † Nicolo Hroncich
	  † Maria and Anastacio Nunez

Thursday,  December 19
12:10 pm       † In Honor of St. Lucy	

Friday,  December 20
12:10 pm       † Nicolo Hroncich

Saturday,  December 21
5:00 pm     	  † In Loving Memory of Patrick Fitzgerald 

Sunday,  December 22
8:30 am             People of the Parish
10:00 am     † The Repose of the Souls of the Cappock 	
	       Family

12:00 pm          For the Spiritual / Physical Health and 	
	       Well-being of Linda Bryan

CANTORS  Katie Collins    Jason Darensbourg  
Nicole Spano    Gretchen Terrell  Michele Backes



Stay Stay Connected!Connected!
spphoboken.com

The Catholic Community 
of Saints Peter and Paul

spphoboken

Questions?  Please contact:  
Danny.Rosado@spphoboken.com

Parish Giving registration  
is simple and easy!

Scan QR code or visit online at : 
s p p h o b o k e n . c o m

Faith Direct donations 
will cease on January 1.

Parish Giving is our new  
donation processor.

Your continued support is vital 
and greatly appreciated as we 

make this transition!

D e a d l i n e !

Source: catholicextension.org

Gaudete Sunday

During the season of Advent, we await the celebration of Christ’s birth and His 
coming again at the end of time. Over four weeks, we prepare our hearts for 

Christmas in penitential reflection. But in the middle of the season,  
Gaudete Sunday calls us to rejoice in hope!

We  i nv i t e  yo u  t o  l e a r n  ( o r  r e v i e w ! )  a  f e w  f a c t s  a b o u t  t h i s  s p e c i a l  d a y. . . 
We  h o p e  yo u  w i l l   j o i n  u s  t o  c e l e b ra t e  w i t h  o u r  Mu s i c  Mu s i c  M i n i s t r y  

f o r  o u r  A n n u a l  C h r i s t m a s  C a r o l s  o n  t h e  C h u r c h  s t e p s  
t h i s  S u n d a y,  D e c e m b e r  1 5  a t  4 : 0 0 p m ! 

What does Gaudete mean?
Gaudete means “rejoice” in Latin.

Why do we light a pink candle on Gaudete Sunday?
The Catholic Church uses the color rose to indicate a joyful feast day or holiday. Gaudete 

Sunday’s counterpart in Lent is Laetare Sunday, another break in penance to rejoice in hope 
as we approach Easter. During both days, a priest will usually wear rose vestments. 

Pe n an c e
Pr e p ara t i on

Used during  
Advent & Lent

P U R P L E

Sa cr i f i c e
Used during Passion 
Sunday, Good Friday, 

Pentecost, and 
the Feast of the  

Apostles/martyrs

R E D

An t i c i p a t i on
Used on the third 

Sunday in Advent and 
the fourth Sunday 

during Lent

P I N K

Ho p e,  L i fe
&  Gr ow t h

Used during 
Ordinary time

G R E E N

Joy  & Pur i t y
Used during Easter &

Christmas seasons, 
and feasts of the 
Blessed Mother, 

angels and saints  
who weren't martyred

W H I T E / G O L D

L I T U R G I C A L  C O L O R S  A N D  W H A T  T H E Y  M E A N

A note on Advent Wreaths…
In the Christian tradition, Advent wreaths are as beautiful as they are symbolic. These 

evergreen wreaths are shaped in a perfect circle to symbolize the eternity of God. 
Advent wreaths have four candles that remind us that Christ is the light of the world.

O n e  of  t h e s e  can d l e s  i s  r o s e  or  p i n k .  We  l i g h t  i t  on  Ga u d e te  S un d ay,  t h e 
t h i r d  S un d ay  i n  Ad ve n t,  to  r e pr e s e n t  j oy  an d  an t i c i p a t i on  of  C hr i s t m a s. 

Can you help me with the pronunciation?
Gaudete is pronounced in three syllables: Gow-day-tay

J O Y Celebrating  during Advent

A Little HumorA Little Humor



An emeritus Texas bishop is highlighting an Advent message 
hidden in the O Antiphons — prayers that are recited or 
chanted in an ancient tradition leading up to Christmas.

“Composed in the sixth or seventh century, the seven O 
Antiphons are drawn from the Book of the prophet Isaiah 
and the first letters of each antiphon form the Latin word 
SARCORE, which read backwards is ERO CRAS, which means 
‘Tomorrow I come,’” Bishop Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI, bishop 
emeritus of San Angelo, wrote in a December statement. 
Pfeifer, who served as the bishop of San Angelo from 1985 to 
2013, listed the O Antiphons, which are said Dec. 17–23 during 
Vespers (the Evening Prayer of the Liturgy of the Hours) and 
Masses. The first letters spell the message in an acrostic:

Dec. 17 - “O Sapientia”/“O Wisdom” (Isaiah 11:2-3; 28:29) 

Dec. 18 - “O Adonai”/“O Lord” (Isaiah 11:4-5; 33:22)

Dec. 19 -  “O Radix Jesse”/“O Root of Jesse” (Isaiah 11:1; 11:10) 

Dec. 20 -  “O Clavis David”/“O Key of David” (Isaiah 9:6; 22:22) 

Dec. 21 - “O Oriens”/“O Dawn of the East” (Isaiah 9:2) 

Dec. 22- “O Rex Gentium”/“O King of the Gentiles” (Isaiah 2:4; 9:7) 
Dec. 23  -“O Emmanuel”/“God with Us” (Isaiah 7:14)

Together, these antiphons spell out “a hopeful message about 
the coming of the long-awaited Messiah, of Jesus as we prepare 
for his birthday each year on Dec. 25,” Pfeifer said.

He went on to explain why they end on Dec. 23. “Traditionally 
feasts were said to begin on the eve of their celebration, 
so Christmas begins at sundown on Dec. 24,” he wrote. 
The message in the antiphons holds true today, Pfeifer 
emphasized. “Each Christmas Jesus fulfills the promise ‘I 
will come tomorrow’ by being born again as a tiny baby, the 
Godman, Jesus Christ,” he wrote. “We can make the following O 
Antiphons part of our Advent preparation for the birth of Christ 
by using them in our prayers or Advent scriptural readings.”

He added: “Then in gratitude and joy we celebrate the birth of 
our long-awaited savior, Jesus Christ - Christmas.” The seven 
prayers accompany the Magnificat canticle, or the canticle of 
Mary, according to the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB). The USCCB lists the text of the O Antiphons, 
each asking the Messiah to come and, together, spelling out 
his response in the acrostic. “They are a magnificent theology 
that uses ancient biblical imagery drawn from the messianic 
hopes of the Old Testament to proclaim the coming Christ as 
the fulfillment not only of Old Testament hopes, but present 
ones as well,” the U.S. bishops say on their website.

Pfeifer shared other recommendations to help prepare for 
Christmas. “My strong pastoral message for Advent each year 
is ‘don’t forget the baby!’” he told CNA. “First, when we think of 
a gift, let us open our hearts to receive the gift the baby wants 
to be for us,” he said. “Then, before all other gifts, we find in our 
hearts the gift we want to give the baby on his birthday.”

December 17 - ‘O Sapientia’
O Wisdom of our God Most High,
guiding creation with power and love:
come to teach us the path of knowledge!

The Roman Church has been singing the "O" Antiphons since at least the eighth 
century. They are the antiphons that accompany the Magnificat canticle of 
Evening Prayer from December 17-23. They are a magnificent theology that uses 
ancient biblical imagery drawn from the messianic hopes of the Old Testament to 
proclaim the coming Christ as the fulfillment not only of Old Testament hopes, but 
present ones as well. Their repeated use of the imperative "Come!" embodies the 
longing of all for the Divine Messiah. “The hymn, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” is 
based on the O Antiphons.”

December 23 - ‘O Emmanuel’
O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law:
come to save us, Lord our God!

 - From Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers

December 22 - ‘O Rex Gentium’
O King of all nations and keystone of the Church:
come and save man, whom you formed from the dust!

December 21 - ‘O Oriens’
O Radiant Dawn,
splendor of eternal light, sun of justice:
come and shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the
shadow of death.

December 20 - ‘O Clavis David’
O Key of David,
opening the gates of God’s eternal Kingdom:
come and free the prisoners of darkness!

December 19 - ‘O Radix Jesse’
O Root of Jesse’s stem,
sign of God’s love for all his people:
come to save us without delay!

December 18 - ‘O Adonai’
O Sacred Lord, Leader of the House of Israel.
giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai:
come to rescue us with your mighty power!

The "O Antiphons" of Advent

- By Katie Yoder via catholicnewsagency.com

The hidden message  
in ancient ‘O Antiphons’  

of Advent...



Christmas Eve 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24

(NOTE: NO 12:10PM Daily Mass!)
4pm Mass

9:30pm 
Christmas Carols in the Church

10pm  Mass 

Christmas Day
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25

*8am Mass 
 (*note time is different from  

usual Sunday morning Mass!)
10 am Mass
Noon Mass

New Year’s Eve
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31 

 12:10pm Mass  
(No evening Mass) 

New Year’s Day
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
Holy Day of Obligation 

 12:10pm Mass 
(No evening Mass) 

[NOTE: The 12:10pm Daily Mass will be 
celebrated as usual on Monday 12/23, 

Thursday 12/26, Friday 12/27, Monday 12/30, 
Thursday 1/2/25, and Friday 1/3/25.  

The regular Weekend Mass Schedule 
(Saturday, 5pm; Sunday, 8:30am, 10am, & 
Noon) continues the Weekends of 12/28 & 
29 – the Feast of the Holy Family; and 1/4 & 

5, 2025 – the Solemnity of the Epiphany.]

Christmas Mass
Schedule

Christmas Decorating 
Help us decorate the Altar for Christmas 
Mass on Monday, December 23! We are 

in need of a few extra hands to assist with 
poinsettia placement in both the upper 

and lower Church. We will begin around 10 
am, and we ask you to meet in the Church 
vestibule.    If you would like to volunteer 

an hour or two of time, please contact 
Stephanie at Stephanie.Panzariello@

spphoboken.com.

The answer is profound. The goodness God desires for us is unlimited because it is nothing other than 
the happiness which is found in Himself. This happiness is attainable by receiving the gift of His own 
Son, for when Christ dwells in our hearts through faith (Eph. 3:17), God the Father is able to see in us 

what He beholds in His dearly Beloved Son. Consequently, we can experience in God the Father what Jesus 
Himself beholds in Him! We cannot, therefore, attain the good God wants for us on our own.

The best way to remove the things that hinder us from receiving Christ with joy is the sacrament of 
reconciliation. We know from our own experience that it is not easy to acknowledge our faults. Consider 
some of the following reasons why being open can be difficult:

Mistaken beliefs:  Sometimes we can think that we are the only one in the 
world who sins.

Embarrassment:  No explanation is required on this one. We all feel it.

Attachments: Even though we want to be liberated from bad habits, it 
takes humility to ask for help.

Fear: We can be afraid that we will be misunderstood, that is, that we will 
misrepresent the good in us if we talk about our weaknesses and that we 
will thereby be judged unfairly; that the priest will look down on us.

You would not be troubled so much by these thoughts and feelings if you knew that priests will not look 
down on you or think of you poorly. In fact, opening your soul to a priest only serves to deeply humble him 
Speaking from my own experience, if you only knew just how much the priest is humbled by the amount 
of trust and confidence invested in him as a spiritual father, you would not be so anxious. The priest is far 
more conscious of Christ’s presence than your own because he is deeply aware of his own unworthiness 
to represent Him through the sacrament of the priesthood. He is deeply humbled and moved in a spirit 
of awe and reverence because the confidence invested in him immediately puts him in touch with Christ. 
He is aware that Christ is present in his poor humanity in that graced moment, like a treasure in an 
earthenware vessel (2 Cor 4:7).

The priest can relate to your own need for God’s mercy because he is by no means ‘immune’ to temptation 
and sin. You can thereby have every confidence that he can readily identify himself with your longing 
for God’s love, acceptance, forgiveness and the peace and consolation that comes from being reunited 
to Christ. So, confiding in a priest does not make him look down on anyone, it only makes him look up 
– up to Christ – and might I add, up to the penitents themselves, for their humble sincerity is a powerful 
manifestation of their own love for Christ.

Has it been a long time since you received this sacrament? A common tendency is to wait until you 
overcome the difficulty you have been struggling with before you talk to a priest about it. This is an old 
trick of the enemy. This way, he makes you feel that a priest has nothing new to tell you because he leads 
you to think, “Hey, after all, you know your own struggles better than anyone else.” St John Vianney knew 
this was not true because he said: “The reason why we cannot keep our good resolutions is that we count 
too much on ourselves.”

The sacrament of reconciliation is a means by which the assistance we receive is that of Christ Himself, 
for He is the One whom we encounter in the sacraments. He empties in order to fill. And what He fills us 
with is nothing other than the goodness of Himself. It is for this reason that the Church reminds us during 
Advent to have recourse to the sacrament of reconciliation.

T h e r e  i s  n o  b e t t e r  w a y  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  j o y  G o d  
w a n t s  t o  g i v e  y o u  t h i s  C h r i s t m a s .

Why you should prepare for Christmas

“ W h a t  d o  yo u  wan t  for  C hr i s t m a s ? ”  i s  a  q u e s t i on  a s ke d  of te n  e n o u g h .  It  i s 
a s ke d  by  t h o s e,  w h o,  i n  v i r t u e  of  t h e i r  l ove  for  u s,  wan t  to  p l e a s e  u s.  B u t  w h a t 

a b o u t  Go d ?  W h a t  i s  t h e  g r e a te s t  g o o d  He  d e s i r e s  for  u s  for  C hr i s t m a s ?

 by making a good confession



Please join us in congratulating  
Lauren Valles & Ryan Korzinski  
who were married in a beautiful 
ceremony at Ss Peter & Paul on 

Saturday, November 30.  
Msgr Michael presided over 
the joyous ceremony. Special 

thanks to Gina Andreano who 
led the marriage preparation 
leading up to the big day, and 

Sheila Mulcahy who assists Gina 
at the Wedding Rehearsal and 

Wedding Day. 

May  Go d  c o n t i n u e  t o  B l e s s 
L a u r e n  &  Ry a n  a b u n d a n t l y  i n 

l o v e, j o y, a n d  h a p p i n e s s. 

Wedding  Blessings!



On the weekend of December 14-15, participating 
dioceses will take up the annual collection that benefits 
approximately 24,000 elderly religious sisters, brothers, 
and religious order priests across the United States. 
Coordinated by the National Religious Retirement Office 
(NRRO), the collection provides qualified religious 
institutes with financial aid to address retirement 
necessities.

Traditionally, Catholic sisters, brothers and religious order priests 
have dedicated their lives to Church ministries such as parishes, 
schools and health-care institutions, usually with little to no 
compensation. Consequently, a significant number currently 
have insufficient retirement funds, combined with escalating 
health-care costs. Numerous religious communities in the United 
States are experiencing challenges with providing for their 
elderly members and are confronting a sizable disparity between 
available funds and the costs of care.

In 1988, the bishops of the United States established the 
Retirement Fund for Religious collection to address this serious 
retirement funding need among U.S. religious orders.

For more about the initiatives of the 
National Religious Retirement Office and 
opportunities to support retired sisters, 
brothers and religious order priests, scan  
the QR code or visit retiredreligious.org.

S a i n t l y  S u g g e s t i o n !

on the  
Church Steps

15
Carols begin  

at 4pm!

C hristmas C lassics performed by 
T he Saints Peter & Paul  

Music Ministr y

Hot cocoa  
and treats 

will  be ser ved!

This Weekend!

Second Collection

Retirement For  Religious Fund
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An annual diocesan collection that 
supports the national appeal of the 
National Religious Retirement Office. This 
office distributes funds to retired religious 
and their institutions.

December 15
Retirement For Religious Fund

A gift to the parish that honors Christ’s 
Birth and supports funding for various 
charitable activities and operational  
needs of the parish throughout the year.

December 25
Christmas Gift To Parish
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RESTAURANT & BAR

DINNER DINNER 7 NIGHTS A WEEK  NIGHTS A WEEK & SUNDAY BRUNCH SUNDAY BRUNCH
61 6th Street • Hoboken, NJ

www.courtstreet.com             201-795-4515

327 Washington St.
Hoboken

201-792-5100

John E. Lawton
Manager 

NJ Lic. #3905
Emily M. Lawton

Funeral Director
NJ Lic. #5458

201-659-1660 | Hotline: 201-404-8800
www.lawtontursofuneralhome.com

                           Burials, Cremations and Memorials
Corner of Seventh & Washington -Parking Lots on 7th and Court Streets

MEMBER OF

SPONSORSSPONSORS
 support

appreciate

IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
SAMANTHA JOSEPHSON

ASK #WHATSMYNAME
BEFORE YOU GET IN A RIDE SHARE

S A M I
MATCH INFORMSTOP ASK

WORSHIP

WITH US

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send 

your email address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 

22828 to get started.
Message and data rates may apply.

INCREASE YOUR 
VISIBILITY IN THE 

COMMUNITY
Place Your Ad Here

to Support Our Parish!
CONTACT ME

Kathy Zechello
kzechello@jppc.net

(774) 245-9057

Maria Trezza
Franchise Owner/Vacation Specialist

201-679-1599
www.trezzatravel.com

Absolutely Fish

AQUARIUM CENTER
973-365-0200          absolutelyfi sh.com

Support Your
Community
...and your Church!

SHOP
LOCAL

SPENDLOCAL

Bulletin advertiser   #1

Bulletin advertiser#2    Bulletin advertiser#3
Bulletin advertiser#4

Bulletin advertiser#5

parishioner

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!
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